
   

 

Orange County DemographicsOrange County Demographics
in the 21st Centuryin the 21st Century

Orange CountyOrange County

by the Numbersby the Numbers



 2 

 

County Executive 

County of Orange 

 

Commissioner 

 

Chair, Orange County  

Planning Board 

 

John Czamanske, AICP 

Deputy Commissioner 

 

Arts Coordinator 

 

Planner/Demographer 

 

This Demographic Profile of Orange County, New 
York was prepared using data from the 2010     
Decennial Census and the 2006-2010 American 
Community Survey 5-year estimates. Data for 
housing costs, education, transportation and     
income are provided by the American Community 
Survey in order to provide more current data on a 
more-frequent basis and are no longer available 
from the Decennial Census program.  
 
All data was compiled by the United States  
Department of Commerce Bureau of the Census; 
data presented here has been prepared by      
Megan Tennermann, Planner, Orange County  
Department of Planning and has not been altered 
except to extract data relevant to Orange County, 
its municipalities and the region from larger data 
sets.  If there are any questions regarding this  
data or other information available from the     
Census, please contact Megan at: (845) 615-
3855 or  mtennermann@orangecountygov.com. 
 

The Orange County Department of Planning is         
engaged in issues of land use planning, tourism, 
transportation, public transit, education, trends  
research, resource management, agriculture, open 
space, and economic issues that affect the County. 
 
The Department staffs the Orange County  
Transportation Council, the Metropolitan Planning 
Organization for this Region; the Orange County 
Water Authority (OCWA); the County Planning 
Board; the County Agriculture and Farmland      
Protection Board; and the County Municipal       
Planning Federation. 
 
As an Affiliate of the New York State Data Center, 
the Department also researches and distributes             
demographic and economic data, including the        
dissemination of US Census information. 
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 Introduction to Orange County 

In 1609, Henry Hudson sailed up our Hudson River 
and anchored the "Half  Moon" in Cornwall Bay.   
Orange County was established in 1683 as one of  the 
original counties of  the Province of  New York, and is 
named for King William III of  England, a Prince of  the 
House of  Orange.  Even before its founding, the area 
was rich in history, with one of  the earliest dated  
human settlements in North America.  Mastodons 
roamed the same territory, and more mastodon 
skeletons have been found in Orange County than anywhere else. 
 
George Washington established his longest residency during the 
Revolutionary War in Newburgh. It was here that he signed the order 
for cessation of  hostilities, ending the American Revolution, and 
founded the Order of  the Purple Heart. In 1850 Washington's  
Headquarters became the first publicly operated historic site in the 
United States.  The United States Military Academy at West Point 
has produced military heroes of  great renown such as Eisenhower, 
Patton, and Schwartzkopf. The oldest military academy in the United 
States, West Point is  one of  the most popular tourist attractions in 
the northeast. 
 
Orange is the only New York county located between two rivers, the 
Hudson on the east, and the Delaware on the west. At one time the 
Delaware and Hudson Canal connected them. A section of  the D&H 
can still be seen in Cuddebackville along with a museum housing  
canal artifacts and history.  The Delaware and the Hudson, together 
with the Wallkill River that flows through the middle of  the County, 
contribute greatly to the rich alluvial soil known as “black dirt” that 
makes Orange County an important rural and agricultural area, with 
more than 20% of  the County’s land still devoted to agriculture.   
 
Today, Orange County is the second-fastest-growing county in New 
York State, and has been the 12th most populated County in New 
York State since 1990.  Its location within 60 miles of  New York City 
and major employment centers in northern New Jersey, together 
with its access to three major interstates  and Stewart International 
Airport contribute to a strong and diverse commuter base and an  
increasingly urbanized landscape. 

King William III of Orange 
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Orange County ranked as the 12th 
most populous County in New York in 
1990, 2000, and 2010, behind the five 
counties of  New York City, the two 
counties of  Long Island,  
Westchester County, and Erie, Monroe and Onondaga Counties  
The County is comprised of  42 municipalities: three cities, 20 
towns, and 19 villages.  The Village of  Goshen is the County seat. 
The County is traversed by three major highways: Interstate 87 
runs north-south on the eastern side of  the County, Interstate 84 
runs east-west through the center of  the County, and State Route 
17/Interstate 86 runs northwest-southeast through the center of  
the County. 
Stewart International Airport is located in the Towns of  Newburgh 
and New Windsor.   

Orange County 
New York 

New York State 
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Orange at a GlanceOrange at a Glance  
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Population Change from 2000 to 2010 

Note: Although the villages of South Blooming Grove and Woodbury did not exist as of the 
2000 Census, people have always lived in the areas that would become the villages.  Without 
official village boundaries, we chose not to estimate a numeric population for 2000 or a numeric 
change between 2000 and 2010, but in order to show that the population of those villages grew 
along with their towns, we estimated a rate of growth since 2000.     
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Orange County’s total population in 2010 was 372,813, a gain of  
31,446 since 2000. 
The Town of  Monroe, including the population in the Villages, had 
the highest population at 39,912. 
The Village of  Unionville had the lowest population at 612, with 
the Village of  Tuxedo Park a close second at 623. 
The City of  Newburgh was the most populous city at 28,866, with 
Middletown close behind at 28,086 people. 
About 18% of  the County’s population reside in the three cities, 
the same percentage as in 2000. 
About 26% of  the population reside in the County’s villages,        
increasing from 21% in 2000, partly due to the incorporation of  
the Villages of  Woodbury and South Blooming Grove. 
The remaining 56% of  the population reside in the Towns outside 
the Villages.    
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Although the Village of Kiryas Joel has registered substantial  growth since its incorporation in 1977, it is not alone.  The Towns of 
Greenville and Monroe and the Village of Washingtonville have all more than tripled in population since 1970.  

 
The Towns of Blooming Grove, Chester, Crawford, Hamptonburgh., Minisink, Mount Hope, Wallkill, Wawayanda, and Woodbury 
have all more than doubled in population since 1970, as have the Villages of Chester, Harriman,  and Montgomery. 

 
The County as a whole saw a 68% increase in overall population between 1970 and 2010.  Places that exceeded that growth rate 
but did not double in size include the Towns of Deerpark and Warwick and the Villages of Monroe, Maybrook, Florida, and    
Warwick. 

 
Overall population losses in the period of 1970 to 2010 were also experienced in several municipalities: The City of Port Jervis, the 
Town of Highlands and the Villages of Cornwall-on-Hudson, Highland Falls, and Tuxedo Park. The losses in the Town of      
Highlands and the Village of Highland Falls can be primarily attributed to military force reductions during the 1980s and 1990s.   

 
The Cities of Newburgh and Middletown saw only modest rates of growth between 1970 and 2010, and both cities had population 
losses between 1970 and 1980.  The causes of these issues are not readily apparent.  
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Demographics 

Age 
Race and Ethnicity 

Language 
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Housing 

Where We Live and  
How We Live 
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The most densely populated 
place in Orange County is the 
Village of  Kiryas Joel with 
18,199 people per square mile, 
followed by the City of   
Newburgh (7,588 people/sq. 
mi) and the City of  Middletown 
(5,533 people/sq. mi). 
The least densely populated 
place in Orange County is the 
Town of  Tuxedo with 77 people 
per square mile, followed by 
the Town of  Deerpark (119 
people/sq. mi.) and the Town 
of  Greenville (195 people/sq. 
mi.). 

In 1940, 45.3% of  Orange 
County residents lived in the 
three cities, with an additional 
16.9% of  residents living in the 
villages.  Although the villages 
have increased their share of  
the population, the cities’ 
share has decreased to  
approximately 18% of  the 
County’s residents. Most  
residents of  the County now 
live in the towns outside the  
villages. The population shift to 
the towns began between 1940 
and 1950.   
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Owner-Occupied and Renter-Occupied 
Housing Units 

The Village of Kiryas 
Joel has the lowest 
homeownership rate 
in Orange County, at 
28.9%. 

 
The Town of  
Hamptonburgh  has 
the highest rate of 
homeownership in the 
County, at 89.5% 
 
Of the three cities in 
Orange County,  
Middletown has the 
highest rate of home-
ownership at 49%. 

The average size of a 
household living in an 
owner-occupied 
home in Orange 
County is 2.93 people 

 
The average size of a 
household living in a 
renter-occupied 
home in Orange 
County is 2.71 people 
 
On-base housing at 
West Point, in the 
Town of Highlands, is 
considered rental 
housing, which   
greatly increases the 
percentage of renter-
occupied housing 
units in the Town of 
Highlands.  
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 Housing Costs, Home Values, and  
Households Experiencing Housing-Cost-Related Stress 

44% of households in Orange County are 
“housing-cost stressed”, meaning they pay 30% or 
more of their gross household income in housing 
costs. 
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Education,  
Employment, 

 
Income and 

Poverty 
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36.8% of the population of Orange County aged 25 and over have completed a degree beyond a

high school diploma; an additional 19.2% have some college education but have not completed a

degree.
The Village of Tuxedo Park has the highest percent of residents who have completed a college degree

at 80.1% of residents age 25 and over. The Village of Kiryas Joel has the lowest proportion at

8.3%.
Of the three cities, Middletown has the highest proportion of educational attainment; 25.7% of

residents age 25 and over have completed a college degree. The City of Newburgh has the lowest

percentage among the three cities at 17.6%, with Port Jervis in the middle at 21.2%.
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Income and Poverty In Orange County Municipalities 
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70.3% of the labor force in the Town of    
Highlands are active-duty military personnel at 
the United States Military Academy at West 
Point.  The 105th Airlift Wing of the Air National 
Guard based at Stewart International Airport is 
the other major employer of military personnel 
in Orange County.  
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 The Jobs We Hold—Employment by Industry 

Data presented in the chart 
are for Orange County in its 
entirety.   
 
Source: United States  
Department of  Commerce 
Bureau of  the Census, Local 
Employment and Household 
Dynamics program, collected 
in collaboration with the  
Bureau of  Labor Statistics.  
Data presented are for 2010. 
 
Note: The number of  jobs 
listed includes only the    
number of  full time-
equivalent salaried or wage-
earning  employees.  This 
number does not include the 
owners of  any business or 
immediate family members 
of  the owner who are         
employed in the business but 
do not receive wages or     
salaries.   
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The Work We Do—Employment by Occupation 

Where the Jobs Are  
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4.5% of Orange County   
commuters walk or ride a bike to 
work. 
 

19.6% of Orange County 
commuters travel 60 minutes or 
longer to work. 
 
 

Average commute time for Orange County residents: 33.5 
minutes.   
 

83.4% of workers drive to work—72% of  workers drive alone, 
11.4% carpool.  
 

8.6 % of  Orange County residents work out-of-state. 
 

5.4% of  Orange County residents work from home. 
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Orange County’s overall population
growth rate between 2000 and

2010 was9.21%, second only
in New York State to Saratoga
County.

The above map showing population
change in county subdivisions from
2000 to 2010 shows higher rates of
growth in two areas of Orange
County: the towns and cities along
Interstate 84, and the southern
part of the county along the Metro
North train line between Harriman
and Sloatsburg stations.
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In our region, Orange County has the

second lowest median age of36.6
years, behind Passaic County, New
Jersey at 36.1 years. We also rank
second highest in the percentage of
our population under age 18 ;

27.2% of our population is aged

17 or younger, just after Rockland
County with 28.1%.

The region’s share of the Hispanic or
Latino population is increasing, and is in
many areas comparable to the national
Latino population share of 16.7% .
Orange County ranks third in the region
in percent Hispanic or Latino population

at18.0%, behind Passaic County

New Jersey with 37% and Westchester
with 21.8%
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